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WEATHER FORECAST. ' -
Rain to-da- y; probably rain and cooler 1

; northeast winds. IT SHINES FOPv ALL
Highest temperature yesterday, 71 ; lowett, 57. mi.Detailed weather reports on last page.
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BRITISH WIN, THEN LOSE, ADVANCE POSITIONS;
GERMANS TAKE THREE TOWNS ABOVE YPRES;
FRENCHREENFORCEMENTS NOW INFLANDERS

DRYS WIN 20 CITIES;
WET VOTES CARRY 19

Proliibitionists Tail' to
Swoop Many Localities !

They Counted Upon.

BECOKD TOTALS CAST
i

Syracuse and Schenectady
for Saloon, Binghamton

Against It.

WESTCHESTER BARS WIN
j

Women Appear to Have Split
Ballots Between the

Two Factions.

Prohlb.tlon won In twenty of the
thirty-nin- e cities that voted on!i

the question yesterday and on Tuesdaj-- ,
I

j
I

According to practlcallj- - complete returns
this morning. Hxccpt In the case of'I
Salamanca, latent returns showed that i

every city that voted against the saloon
l.ccni voted against the three other

for the sale of liquor, namely
the wholesaler, the sale in hotels and
'.c sale hy pharmacists on a physician's

prescription. Salamanca voted In favor
uf the sale by prescription.

Two of the three cities of the second
da's, Syracuse and S:hene;tady, went
Hj. the former by about 13,000. Bing-
hamton, the other second class city,
went Into the dry column. Tho sale of
I'mior In tha cities affected must ttop on
October 1.

Wliiie It was proved that the claims
of the prohibitionists that half of the
cities affected wou-.- vote against the

--.! of liquor was not without founda-
tion the returns showed that the antli
riari misjudged public seuUmeiit

of the more Important cities.

Ifrti'ilc (ion Weft
Perhaps the most striking Instance

wis In Syracuse, which voted wet by
about 12.000 majority. Schenectady,i ,

Mount Vernon and New Itochelle. In all
of which places the drys anticipated
substantial gains, went into the wet
column.

From the earliest returns it was ap
parent that the newly enfranchised wo
men voters did not cast their ballots i

solidly asrilnst the liquor traffic. I'ltrlv i

omplcte returns seemed to indicate mat
they split their votes on much the same
lines as the men, and me result, as far

that element of the vole was d.

was n distinct disappointment to
trie prohibitionists In many localities.,,,

An analysis of the figures snow
the vot aver.ised about 70 per cent, i

tr.or than the total vote cust in these
cltle? for Governor in 1916.

In cities like Syracuse and Xewburg.
vrnits tho prohibitionist expected a
irscr vote, the explanation wns made

'hat the newly enfranchised woman vote
ar.d even the entire dry vote had not
reen organized oa well as the opposition,
derpltc house to house canvassing by the
(1 r; ..

Drr Claims Too I.arr.
Altogether the result seems to indi-

cate thit tho claim of the prohibitionists
that the sentiment of the Stata was for
prohibition was not well founded. The
claim was based on the assumption that

rrat majority of the constituencies of
the clghty-clg- members of the I.esls-Utu- rf

outside of the city of New York
'iouM Indicate a preference for bone dry
legislation. It was the belief of some

the more ardent of tho drys that a
rufflcfent number of te Assembly-
men would receive a mandate yesterday
to Nippon prohibition to offset the

sentiment among the slxty-'iv- o

Wc-- York city members.
The ballottlng was the largMt ever

aft m anv of the munlclpaitlcs, due,
to the fact that It was the first

enion hi which the reccntlv rnfran-'- ,
ttomen of the State had been

nun an opportunity to exercise the
suffrage and the first time any voters
in the cities had had a chance to ex-- I
pre? t.ielr views on the liquor, question.

Hot F'lgbt In Weatcliestrr.
Following the hottest, election contest
er held in Westchester county, Mount

t'ernon and New Uochelle will continue
to be wet. The men were' slightly out-
numbered at the polls in both cities by

'he women, who turned out In large
i'Jmher. It s said many women at the
w. moment voted axalnst the dry be-u- ie

they feared property values would
'! off in Mount Vernon moro than
11,000 votes wero cast, of which number
r.early c ono were women's,

jrie majority In favor of th wetf was
"50 1. New Uochelle, Members nf the

vocb' (iolf anrl Countrj clubR favored
wf-i- s and the women who hail a mul-tud- e

of workers In favor of .the dry
TnenJrr.cnts were outnumbered. The
orr.mutfrs at the last moment otcd In
iir of license.

The oldest woman to vote In Mount
Union wan Miss h'.Uabeth D. Iteed, an
imato of the Martha Wilwn Home. 1i

Fhe is 0.1 years old sho iniUted
"i allilnx- - to the vl!. When asked if
le voinr in fat or of the wets phn vcplled

'vit) ,.tme ,.npha,-li.- : "Why, occtalnly
'o I to'ed dr."

llliiKbaniltin I llr.
snami wU.h a? eons rcJ p

" ' s b the pro'.ilbil'onlit, s'loanl
miw ,i, asaiust lIc.nFe of onl, t.lii In

cr,K,r) out or forty-fou- r dlstrlnte.
'Jt'-t.iu- i IthcKjgh not a city of tlio
" r" i late, was lool.cil unon In- - th

as a good lighting ground, liut t ,
Mii.t none dry b nil ovcnvhelmlnrr otc.

aurionu t'lln i,ome 0f .;on jj,
'ironn ncpubllcan malorlty leader of

t,'onffi(ct on Tlilnl Vitge.

U.S. WILL RUN

BARGE CANAL

McAdoo Seizes $too,ooo,ooo
Waterway to Relieve

Ilnilroad Strain.

BIG FLEET TO BE BUILT

Boats Will Be Operated Direct
From Lokc Ports to

New York Ciry.

Special nttpatrti to Tus Srs
Wasimnoton. April IT. New York's

State Barge Canal, which wus com- -
pleted only recently at a cct of over
5100,000,000, is to be operated by the
national Government under an agree.
men' reached with the State authorities
The old competition between the rail
roads an the canal will be eliminated
and the canal operated not as a competi-
tor but as an auxiliary of the railroads.

Announcement that the canal would
be operated by the Government was
made by Director-Gener-

Adoo. The announcement camo as the I

end of a series of negotiations which the
committee on inland waterwajs of the l

Hai.road Administration has had with
the State authorities. G. A. Tomllnson
of Duluth. Minn., has been selected by
Mr. McAdoo to operate tho canal. lie
will displace the State authorities.

McAdno'i Announcement.
Mr. McAdoo's announcement tele-

graphed here was as follows:
"Director-Gener- McAdoo announced

ncre that, acting upon the rec-

ommendations of the committer on In.
land water a a of the UnlUeail Admin-
istration, he hart decided to condtruct as
quickly nr. possible and put Into opera-
tion n 1Im of hftr(q In ttf nnerateri hv..-- - - - - - - -

'the Government on the Lrln i.anal. Th"
barges will be of modern construction, of
the most nrprovd type, nnd will bo

In conjunction with and on a part
of the general railroad and waterways
trarscortallon system of the country un- -

the control of the nirector-Gencr-

n liilliroiMl!". J will iiinuic .m" iuiii- -

clltles with the railroad facilities, and it
is hoped will frreatly enlarso the avail-
able transportation facilities throughout
Eastern territory. Mr. G. .V. Tomllnson
of Duluth, Minn., man of larsre. pra I

Jtlcal ixprrlenco In' lake navlxatlon. has I

;been appointed manaRcr of the
J:r pp(.rations, Including the con- - '

structlon of the barges ami general
eniilnment Under Government enntnu
or the raliroaus anu me canai ineir n

be diverted to the car.a! all of the trafllc
that can be handled to the best advan-
tage by water, nnd the canal can be
made In the highest degree serviceable
In tho prenont situation."

It is the plan of the Government to
begin Immediately the construction of
several hundred 700 ton steel barges for
operation on the canal. It Is believed
the canal can be used to transport

tons of freight a jear under
the new plan. The Government will as-

sume this work for enlarging terminals
and make other Improvements that may
be necessary in order to utilize the
waterway to its fullest capacity.

Barge to nan Direct.
Darges are to be run from lake porls

right through the canal. It Is also
planned to have the railroads .trans-
ship freight to the canals in order to
relieve congestion on Kastern trunk
lines. In assuming the operation of the
im.i tho Director-Gener- al lias acted
under the authority conferred upon him
bv the President's proclamation, which
covered "owned or controlled systems I

of coastwise and inland transportation
as well as railroads,

While the agteement with the Stale
authorities has not been made public, it
Is understood that it provides lor a
guarantee to the State of all fixed
charges and operating costs.

Many delegation have appeared here
to "urge that the Ilallroad Administra-
tion operate the waterways. One of
these delegations was headed by Mayor
Hylan of New York city and Dock
Commissioner Hurlbeit. It was pointed
out to Mr. McAdoo that there was no
expectation that piivate capital would
utilize the new waterway to anything
like its capacity and that there was no
provlclon In the State law by which '.his
could be accomplished,

STATE STILL HOLDS
TITLE TO CANAL

Albany Official Approve '

Federal Operation.

Ai.bxnt, April 17. Government oper-- j
ation under the direction of the Hall-roa- d

Administration of New York State'K
barge canal system will not Interfere .

with tho construction work on the sys-

tem now under way or contemplated, It
was stated by icpresenlallves of the'
.Stnto Depaitment of Fiibllo Works'.

I'ndi'!' th" coiHtltutlon of the Stale
the title of tilt 'cv.ial properly must re-- 1

main with mid be maliitnllipil 1) the
ritnte, Drcctor-tipiier- McAiIoo'h an- -'

untmi'emetit was Inteipretcd 'to mean
",iat the Itulliond Administration would'
simply illicct tiie operation of freight
nm, ,'he oisp'isitlon of barges and boats.
It A'us pointed out (hat under Federal
control it would be possible to lease,
put chase, build or even commandeer

'Coiidiuifd on" yourlli Pag.

'PLEDGE GIVEN

M HOME RULE

BEFOREDRAFTi

Government Promise Fails;
to Halt Irish Opposition

'

to Conscription.

JIXIOXI8TS WILL ACCEPT

Dublin Convention Assumes!
Proportions of Grave

Importance.

."u'ci'il CM J)ctpateh to 'Cur. Sr.s.
VopirigJ.i. JStl; ,7 rij'.ti ittttrni,

Iomo.v, April 17. -- as", nlght'j Ct- -
bate In the House of Corr.mon.i and the
reception given to Premier J.'.ojd George
after his declaration thai the (totem-men- t

would tcs!ga If the House of Lords
refused to past the Irish homo tulo bill
make it clear that not even the fall of
Lloyd George from power or a cliango In
the Government can prevent Ireland's

from coming Into opera-- i
lion this yeir.

Sir Ldward Carson pinned the Gov-

ernment down to the fact that It was
its Intention to pass Hie home rule bill

conscription was attempted
1,1 Ireland. Following the debate the
Unionists held a meeting which a ma- - j

Jorlt-- v of ,ho "lumber attended.
" "V'SSfI

table, it must be accepted at this critical
moment In the empire's history. Sir
Kdward Carson's announcement thai
not even to avert tho passage of the
home rule bill would he urge the Ulster
Unionists to take any action that might
make victory more remote best exempli-
fies the attitude of the Unionists.

fr CaaacrlBtUa,
"Even if you put ma under the gov-

ernment of the opposition Or of tile Hlnn
Kelnem." lie declared In the House of
Commons, "I would still support con-
scription, because 1 prefer anything to
Oerman domination."

cjnvontion at Dublin to
consider Irish conscription is aseumlnc
great Importance. For the flrt time the
Sinn Fein leaders will appear on the
same platform with the Nationalists, In-

cluding the O'Brlenltes. .The convention
originally wa called by the Lord Mayor
of Dublin for the purpose of protesting
against the application to Ireland of Im-
perial comiAJlsory service.

It Is believed that the Government's
commitment to the policy of home rule
before conscriiUIon Is extended to Ire- -
land will e.e-elr- e considerable Influence
lltiOtl lht attltmlA nf th In
HfiTTif. niiariir it. i.'in iiu vteiiM.-- i .Ha. '
thi Irish leaders planned to aDDeal to
an International tribunal to pronounce
juiigmcnt upon the claim of Ireland for
the rinht of in her
local affairs. Jt also was believed that
plan were made to Induce President
Vllson to use his good offices in support

of the Irish demand that tho question
of conscription be left to an Irish par-
liament.

Resistance Hardenlnu
News from Ireland shows that the

opposition to conscription Is hardening,
the Nationalists and Sinn Feiners act-
ing together In protest meetings all over
the country. From pulpit platforms the
clergy called for a united front In op
position to the measure, flelteratlnr I

'resentment agaliibt conscription ar.d I

urging passive resistance Ar'chblshoi
Walsh of Dublm In a public letter says
that the only homo rule bill, coupled
with conscription, that can be sup-
ported by the Nationalists Is a bill that
actually has become a law and has
brought Into existence an Irish parlia-
ment nnd that the only conscription bill
acceptable is one framed by that pat-

p.ament and made into law by It.
The Shetfiehl Daily Telegraph, a

strongly conservative organ, does not
uence mat tne Governments pro
gramme will solve the Irish question.

"This Is not Die time," says the
Vtletjraph, "for lloutlng friends andj
courting enemies who la'.se their pr.ee
wlCii every concession."

"The Irish, like will o' the w;.ps. ;

now that Home Itule Is promised to
them, say that It must bo given to them I

before conscription Is put into effect, j

anu ifay mui in mci uuiy nn jnsn 1

Is entitled to Impose It. Itai jinn
their peace terms In 1914 on the Home
Rule act when it was agieed that all

(Voiiniuai on Fourth Vagt,

Here's a Way to Help
Our Troops Over There

YOUR thoughts, your hope and
your prayers are centred on

)ur soldier boys at the front this
morning. Good, as far as you
go, but these things are not
enough. Back up your words
with deeds!

You can help the fellows by
giving them what they really,
genuinely vant, and that, accord-
ing to their own repeated state-
ments, is smokes 1 Fix it that
when the victory is won you can
conscientiously take a little
credit for yourself. But don't
delay. Delay.? are dangerous
to them and to you. Sec page 7.

WARNING! THE SUN TO-
BACCO FUND haif no connection
with any other fund, organisa-
tion or publication. It employs
no agenu or solicitors.

Germans Pay Coitly
Toll for Their Gains

OTTAWA. April1 17. "The last
twenty-fou- r hour have been

anything but a good time Tor the
enemy." says Rcuter's corre-
spondent at British headquarters
in a despatch film! to-da-

"Ludendcrff i. doubtless telling
the German to look at tho map.
The answer is: Tell them to look
at their casualty list?.

"Our .shortening of the
salient and the giving

up of the ground won last
autumn has not been in vain,
since it played a large part in
wearing out the enemy, the last
phase of which we are now en-

tering or..
"The withdrawal was accom-

plished with masterly skill un-

hampered by the Germans. Our
power of resi.'tance has greatly
stiffened, while we have forced
the enemy to lengthen his com-
munications across ground
which he would infinitely sooner
be without.

"The bitter intensity of the
fighting lulled during the fore-
noon, the hurricane artillery duel
subsiding to spasmodic outbursts
with long intervals of compara-
tive calm.

"We have taken numerous
prisoners in the last-tw- days."

18 SHIPS, NEW-YAR- D

ORDERED

Government Programme for
Steel and Wooden Vessels

Thus Completed. j

SCHWAB OX JOB TO-DA- Y I

Construction "Records Arc Be-

ing Broken Under Speed
Up Orders.

."F'dil Dttptitc.U to Tsr. Sr.
Washington, April 17. With Charles

M. Schwab about to as'ume active con-

trol and direction of nil ship construc-
tion In the United States tho Kmergcncy
Fleet Corporation let a contract y

to the Carolina Shipbuilding Company
for the construction of the fourth big

Government steel shipbuilding yard and
eighteen large Heel steamships. This
contract completes tho Government
building programme for steel nnd
wooden ships for the present at least.

Mr. Schnsb will officially take hold

of the construction end of the shipping
programme morning. He will

be in charge of yard construction as
well as of ship construction and will

supervise this new plant, to be located
at Wilmington, N. C, as well as the
Hog Island project.

Tho new Dlrector-Qcrer- spent the
day In New York attending to personal ,

affairs and those of the Hethlehem
Steel Company. He will pass

wlfn Plez of the
Fleet Corporation.

'
Pies to Asrard Cnntracta.

The law ptohlbltlns an official from
'.ettlns contracts In which he has direct
or Indirect Interest will no! affect his
work. All contracting will be done by

Plez In addition It was
pointed out that with the signing of the
contract y American yards, except
for nioJocted conrrete plants, ai
signed up for work in cany them fo
upward of three eais, at least up t

is:o.
The Carolina Shipbuilding Company

Is a subildlnry ' the George A. Fuller
Constructing Company The new plant
thut it will forstruct 't to have Ris.

ship way. Contracts for eighteen Fteel
ahlys of the Isherwood fain type
were Jet with the contrar' for the yaid
tonsttuc'.ion. Knch vcisp! will b; 'j.COO

tons, the standard size.
The Ishcrwood type of steamship was

developed by the United States Steel
Corporation. The Kiiiersency Tleet

asked to use the plans and
specifications, offering lo pay for their
use In the Government yard, President
Hurley lecelved them to-d- with a
not from Jaines A. Fairc.11. president
of the Steel Corporation, turning them
over to thu Government with UN

This type of vessel Is the
simplest of the fabricated designs and
many of the plates and parts are Inter-
changeable.

Poet-brllu- iii Preparations.
Changes In tne design of a number of

the Inciter steel vessels to tnal.e them
avallablM nfter the wnr for patrenger
service is under consideration

Shipbuilding records are being broken
one after another us the American
yards ara being speeded up. The Skin-
ner &. Kddy Co., Seattle, has Just de-

livered tho standard freighter Ossineke
(o the Shipping liontd, 109 days after
the Keel was luld. The same company
tome time ago established a record with
tho freighter Seattle, which slid Into
the. water HI days after the keel was
laid. It was 137 day, liowcv'er, be-

fore Ih" vessel was completed and
turned over

The recmd for fast eonstrurtloti was
temporarily taken by the Columbia
Hlver Company of Washington on
March 23 when It delivered the freighter
Cauoga. 118 days after the keel was
tald.

In pre-w- ar times it took between a
year and eighteen months to turn out a
vesel of the size of any of these 8,800
tons.

BAKER REPORTS

VICTORY AHEAD;

Secretary Is Snrprbed That
Any Pessimism Should

Exist Here.

OCR THOOFS MAKE GOOD

Want to Get Into Fight and,
Remain 'Abroad Until

.lob Is Done.

.V'Ci'a' Uepatik to Tnr. Si
Washington, A;ntl 17. Secretary

Baker, who resumed Jils duties to-d-

it tho War Depaitment after his trip
abroad, informed President Wilson and
the War Co'jncll this afternoon of the
results of his fit st hand observations
In Kurope. It Is understood that he Is

full of confidence In the ultimate suc-
cess of the allied and Amctlcan plan
to crush ties man militarism and that
he epieised considerable sjrprlse thaO
any pessimism should have rermcatcd
certain circles here.

He fully appreciate the magnitude
of the task confronting the nation and
the need for far greater participation
of this country in the military opera-
tions than was expected, but Mr. Ha- -
ker Is said to feel that the role which '

America Is now called upon to play is
by no means impossible of fulfilment. i

The meeting of the War Council was
held in the White House and was at-- ,
tended by the President, Secretary
Baker, Secretary Daniels. Chairman
Hurley of the Shipping Hoard, Bernard
Haruch, chairman of the War Industries
Board: Fuel Administrator Garfield.
Food Administrator Hoover and John
SWelton Williams representing the rail-
road administration.

Baker Outlines Situation.
No statement was made folfowlng the

rneetlng. but It became known that Mr.
Baker had given the various heads of
Important war agencies an outline of
tf'e SHlieiit features of his observations
and that some time wa taken up in dis-
cussion of n threatened coal shortage.

Secretary Halter had n talk thbi morn-
ing with the newspaper correspondents,
and the following transcript of the Sec-
retary's comment was Inter made pub-
lic:

"So far ns our own forces nrp con-
cerned, any man who goes tn France
will have an Increasing sense of admira-
tion for llu magnitude, tne thoroughness
and the speed with which the American
army has done Its work ; and by that, of
course, I refer rhlerly to its organization
of lines of communications, lines nf sup-
ply. Its warehouse and distributing facll-itl-

the schools nrganizrd for the train-
ing of the special anus and the special
ofllcers.

"You set the Impression of the Ameri-
can aimy In France us a beehive of the
most energetic people, and everybody Is
doing his Job with enthusiasm and suc-
cess. They know no hours and no
limitations on labor ; the question I to
get the mott done possible, and the
amount done is an amazing story

Soldiers Morale High.
"The condition of our soldiers. In

France is a thing that I am very happy
to have nn opportunity to tell In the
widest possible way. Our boys are well
physically big. strong, robust and
healthy and they are well in every
other way. Tlielr mirlts are high, their
behavior is most admirable, their tela-- 1

tlnns with the French people and the
French soldiers nnd tho British tolillers
to the extent I saw of them were cordial
and sympathetic. The henlthfulness nnd
wliolesomcness about the American
army over there Ik perfectly splendid.

"The enthm-lastl- expression of all
those who have been on the buttle line
Is thnt they 'want more.'

"Tho American soldier ha miide good
Mr Fiance, and French and British mill-- I

tary authorities and critics uniformly
praise the inirage, emliiraiue ni.il sol-- i
dlt rlv qualities of the Ameiicnns.

"The only sad A:nei leant In France
uin thoe who for any le.ison fear the
may have to come homo before the job
Is done officers and men alike. They
of routse want to crime home when the
Job Is done, but Just suggest to any one
that ho might be sent home because lie
pos.-e.ss- some Information thnt might
be twful and It almost breaks his
hcai t.

r.uurr to :et to Front. J

"The lov.s the Inform iilon
that tiicv jbo.ild prepare for duty at j

tl.e front with the gr eatest enthusiasm :

one regiment nf engineers ordered out
cheered co loudly that you could hear
them over the telephone, j

"Thu information J went to Franco to.
get I sot, and the plctme of the actual
application nf nil this effort, and I urn
now equipped with the means of Judging
and appreciating the kind of coopciallon
that the War Department In America
can give to the army that would not
have been possible without the visit to
the actual field of battle. It will un-

doubtedly leud to a very much better
cooperation between the Department and
tho army In France.

"The big thing for A met lea to tin
lo siippoit the wat support It finan-
cially, support It In sentiment, belief,
confidence nnd courage. The i Ight arm
of Aincilca Is r France and II s bated
ready for ucllnii and striking hard. The I

rest of the body Is over here and we j

r.iuit support iiml invigorate that aim,
and that means subscriptions lo the
Liberty Loan and It means tho adoption
of tho sort of confidence In our army In
France which Its own activities Justify
and deserve,"

ORT.AT MBAR SPRING WAXEN.
IU Purltr Has Mint lr rmn.'A4v.

WAITING FOR
SA YS MAJOR

of
a a

Up

London, April 17. Miijor-Gc- P. H.
Maurice, chief dlioctor of military
operations at the War Office, said to-

day :

"As mentioned In Field Marshal Halg's
we "made a withdrawal to

a new line' In salient. The
withdrawal was carried out purtly on
Sunday night and completed on Monday.

"It Is a regrettable military ncceanity
which forces us to give up ground wliicii
we won I in 1917) at such heavy cost.
On Tuesday tho Germans were still
shelling trenches which we had left the
day before.

for shortening our line
there were made some time ago and the
decision to carry It out was reached be-

fore
I

the fall of Ballleul owing to the
danger offered to our positions In tho
salient from a flanking movement. The
withdrawal was not dictated or gov-

erned
i

by the adverse course of events I

around Ballleul, but by more general

Arraltlnu the Modern Blncher.
"What of the wbole battle situation?

Our army has been going through a
very severe strain, and that strain has
been reflected at home. The situation
has had Its critical moments and still Is
decidedly anxious. But remember we
have accepted the principle of a united
front and must accept the consequences
of that principle. We must look at the
whole battle not from our army's sacri-
fices and sufferings, but from the stand-
point of the whole Entente.

"The British army Is playing the role,
which it often has played before.), It :s
lighting a AVatcrloo while Blucher Is
inarching to the battlefield. Multiply

100 tiive Him Cont of
nnd Lead Him With Hope

Xeek. '

HE IS HELD AS A Sl'V

of New 3Ic.ieo
,

Prison Goes to Aid of
Horn.

Hvst.v Fk, N M April 17. Four hup-dre- d

convicts in the State i

this afternoon tarred and feathered nnd
led around with a rope about his neck
Major John M Blrkner of Camp Cody,
Pcming. N. M., held tn the
as a Federal prisoner, lie i charged
with violation nf the espionage act.

Major Birkncr, who was Imrn In Nu-
remberg. Germany, but who had been In
the American military forces for more
than thirty years, was arreutcd last Fri-
day nt Camp Cody, where he was an of-
ficer In the 127th Field Artillery. His
home Is In Lincoln, Neb.

BlrUner was allowed to go nut Into
the prison yard in company with the
convicts for exercise. The warden knew
nothing of what was going on until lie
beard loud cheering and rushed out In
the yard to tlnd Blrkner (tripped and
covered with tar and feathers. The
prisoners with hoots were Blrk-
ner about the yard by a tope around
his neck.

Assistant Inigan res-
cued

'
him. The convlctb. evidently In

accordance with a prearranged plot, had
obtained the feathers from their pillows j

but where the tar came from Is a iny-ter-

j
Klrkner Is alleged to have made

utterances, suf.li is "You can't
beat the Dutch!" and "The Germans
will Ameilian transput ts ;n fas,
as they aie t.?nt over." lie contended
that tiie cluii ues weie spit work by '

subordinate nlllcepH whom he hail dis-

ciplined.

Lincoln, Neb, April 1 John
M. Buhner, who was laired and fcath-eto- d

by convicts at the New Mexico
Slate was pioml-nentl- y

Identified In the Nebraska Na-

tional Guard for moro than thirty yeais.
At one tune he acted as assistant

Major H'tkner't wife, who lives in
L.ncoln, said v that she ircently
lecelveil a letter from tho Major, iii
which wee statement', showing that lie
was loyal. Slie declined, lav.vcvrv, to
innl.e Ihu letter public.

TO GAS

Play Fatal
Trick on

Partis'. April 17 The ernlul.ou of the
use of gas shells has taken a sinprlmng
form in the present battle, One new
method l.s lo fire heavy slowly dispers-
ing gases along charted lane's against
the enemy, filling; In thu alteu.athe
spaces with quickly polvou
ruined,

The British gtnineis at one part of
the line threw jt'.iells chaiged simply w.th
a sunning composition, Tho Germans
after a few. hours discovered that this
was iiml bejau laying
'aside their masks. After these Miells
had been fired for another twelve hours
there was a sudden change to poison
gases'. About 2,000 Germans were
caught without their masks and

A
- MA

British Director Military --Operations Calls Battle
Waterloo Multiplied Hundredfold Explains

Giving Passeiiendaele Ridge.

communique,
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2,000 GERMANS FALL
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BLUCHER,
GEN. URICE

the battle nf Wululon n huiiditdfuld
and the situa.lou noon m that battle
corresponds to the situation now in the
glint world battle.

"The British army Is under a terrlb'.o
hammering, but providing we stand that
hammering without breaking, and pro-
viding Blutber Is marching to the bat-
tlefield, theie Is no reason for discour-
agement.

Kneiuy I'sra 1,300,(100 Aleu.
"Tho enormous task which the British

army has performed and still Is per-
forming may be shown by a. few figures.
In this battle of Armcntleres the Oer-ma-

thus far have engaged twenty-eig-

divisions (3CO.O00 men) nnd since
March 21 they have engaged l"(i divi-
sions (about 1. SAO. 000 mcnl.

"Of these the British army alone lias
engaged seventy-nin- e, the French alone
have engaged twenty-fou- r and the re- -
nialnlnr twenty-thre- e have been engaged
by tho British and Fiench together.

"Of" the German divisions which the
British engaged twcnt-clgl- u have been
fought twice and one thrice. Of the
German divisions which the French en-
gaged four have fought twice.) Of the
German divisions which tho French and
British engaged together fifteen have
been fought twice and one thrice.

"It Is unpleasant business standing the
hammering, but so long at we can stand
It the only question to be asked Is:
What Is happening to Blucher'.' What
has become of the reserves?

"Although the French army Is laiger
than ours we have taken the strain of
these battles off them. There is no rea-
son to he In a state of despair If the
situation Is regarded from a broad point
of view and If we regard our great sac-
rifices rightly as a ncie!,ary part of Coo
great drama."

ALLIES READY

TO TURN ON FOE

Arrival of French and Hritish
Attacks Indicate His:

Counter Drive.

YPRES UATTLK REOPENS

Washington Expects Foch to
Fight Out Decision on

Old Field.

ft toil firtratct in Thf Mn
Washington--, April 17. Military

here ee signs of nn Impending'
counter attack of considerable magni-
tude bv iho Allies against the newly won
German positions on the Messlnes Hidge.
French reenforccmcnts have i cached the
British linen and the Briti-- h advance
which Gen. Maurice reported Is rrgarded
as significant despite the fart that It
failed to carry the villages of Metercn
and Wytfidiaetc after desperate efforts."
The second letlremcnt of tho British
from these points means according to
army expeits hero, that the assault will
bo renewed by British rectifoued by
French at an early moment.

The fact that the Germans have been
driven from .Mount Krinmtl, towering
400 foet from the low ground nbout
Wuherghem, s a sign ot entourage-- 1

ment. It Is koinewh.v. offset by the
German ndlclal icport claiming the cap-- I
ture of Porlcapacllo and Laiigeman '.;

to the northeast of Ypres.

Vprrs right Iteopcnt.
Indications ate that the nu- -I

lug baltlo lias been icopened t'"r the
possession of the vantage po.uts near
Ypie.t and that Uen. Foch Is ho'iik tn
fight out th ..rue i, this lxaiity with
all means at his command rubor tlum
yield positions to the eneinv vvlurh
would necessitate a general wjtinlt ,uval
of the British.

in a general wa.v the BriIUi have
followed the tactics which iulllt.it ex-
pert? heie piediutcd as essential. 'They
have sttucl: had. a: once for po.seslnu
of the heights uf the Messlnes ltidge,
which U admittedly the pivot on which
lint the BntUh 1'iics exttu!liijr

Possession of this ventage
point now iippc-- i rs ni least opVn to
doubt. The victorv which Getniany
licenced lo have won jester jay Is foil!,,
wit, i challenged, ard tlic net result of
the continuous fighting still hangs In
the balance.

The nt.'t tepoiw teach ng hue with
respect to Ihe withdrawals of the Brit-
ish position beforu Ypies to a new line
caiiie at. a shock lo trillluty men hern,
who nt (list believed that Hale despaired
of conleltuir the heights of Messlnes
Ridge with the rnemj anil had begun
the withdrawal of his lines 0 the not Ih.
H was not clear whether the city of
Yprcs had been evacuat.'d or not. Army
men here fully lettltxed that the BrltNli
by withdrawing from the Ypres H.illetit
were giving up ground whirl, had only
biven won at euutnious cui. iiml aflci
considerable time.

Subsequent explanation-- , imveiei p'tt
this letlrement In n somewhat iliffctciii.
Huh!. It ilevelnneil thnt tli ,y .11,, I. ... . t

had been dellbernti ly planned beforn lic
fighting In the area became

and that It was not executed under
pressure, but was undertaken as a nut-
ter of general strategy.

The Allies feared that the Ypres
might bo awkward to defend be- -

CoHNitttrcI qji Second Pagt.

Passeiiendaele llulgc Given
Up, Thus Leaving Yprcs
Exposed to the Enemy.

GEJ'MANS PAY, HEAVILY

They Win. Lose and Again
llegain AVytschaete and"

Meteren in Day.

THKNClt IX TIIE BATTLE

They Join British Near Merrill,
Where Gcrmnns Also Re-

port Small Advance.

.ecial Colle Dttpttch lo Tub Suv.
Copyright, Mil; rfl tight rtttnti.

London, April 17. After winning a
footing; in the village of YVytschaete
on Messlnes Itldse. captured by the
Germans yesterdaj. tho British were
unable to maintain their position
there and retired y under ex-

ceedingly heavy German onslaughts.
The same thins happened at Meteren,
just west of Ballleul, where tho F.Ht-H- h

took Metercn and drove the Ger-
mans hair way to Ballleul, only to be
force! back later to the west of
Meteren.

Tho recapture of Wrtdch.icle ami
Meteren was effected Jointly by tlie
British mnl French, of wliom

have arrived. on Iho Brit-
ish buttle front nnd went iiitniedialcl.r
into net Ion. After these places weie
riven up iiguin mul the Itrltl-l- i nnrl
French troops had retired to Ihe high
striinint lmcl: or north of tliem the
Germans mode repented assaults on
the new jiosltlons, nil of which Mere
repulbed. nnd very heavy loes were
Inflicted upon them.

Oaln of Little Valnr.
The ground gained by the Germans'

lit of little importance nt this aiage
In the buttle, tit ihelr advance brluipi
litem under tlte direct lire of the Al-
lies' nrtltlery on the higher groumi.
The lo-"- or Wj'tji'hiiete Is more seri-
ous than thnt of llullleul, n it

ilie tierinuns-- , by rcgalnlm; por-M'l- n

of Messlnes Kldgo, to ntierapt
lo turn Ihe line of Hie ridge from
Mont Kemmel to (,'nssel.

Ii should ; remembered, houetcr.
Unit tin- - French mid llrliWi nre now
hick on the line held by the ISrltlsh
before the capture of Mei-inc- s last
.June mul that for two and u unit"
years the Hritish held the Yppcs
salient depite successive ttttiieks by
(he Germans who then mieel, an
they do now. Me.-Mn- es Kldge.

Despite the heavy tlghttnc on the
whole lino of nine miles from Wyi-schne- te

to MetriT-n- , the Gerninu had
enough troops to deliver a sudden at-
tack to the north ot Yprcs, where there)

been no flghtlnir before in title
offensive, and captiiiKl the villages ot
Langemarck and I'.veloipcllc, Berlin
reports l'nsseliendnelc also
w'isi taken nnd the German lines weia
advanced near Hocclaere nnd Ghelti-vol- t.

Ypres M? lie Abandoned.
The purpose of this now Cnvo in

the north Is plain; the Germans nre
driving deep wedges nn both sides of
Ypres after the UMial German method,
for the purpose ot compclllnr; th
British to evacuate the city. This
method j usually :uicccssful and if
looks as if it would succeed
In the cas-- c of Yprcs.

There is heavy artillery action on
both of the Sonime, youth of
Arras-- , and also near Bethune, which
Indicates thnt the Gormuun are pre-
paring to lenetv their offensive In
these soctots,

A prominent military authority
the belief y tha' the erir

om havlnsr driven drcp! p's wedge
in the A'lled lines north, ami t,outh or
Aims Is about to launch a renewed
attack on that point, which is tne
pivot for tha cntiic i:no ninth of
Moutilldier.

Trench .trrhc nn Scene.
Aside fiom this art.Ucry acth Iv tne

Fiench fuices were not in action y

Fleld Mari-h.i- l Hk.'k repor.s
leenforreinents have arrived on

tint IJtltli-- fro.d. went of !i s. .md ate
imw in the battle line . I' Jr nut be-
lieved, however, t'nt t'lesc are the fore,
i iitmrs of cir,,. IV-if- . men lejerve
stmj, the adven: nf which ,s expected
to turn the il'le of battle.

Only Gen. F.vc'i. as Comma rule- - m
Chief, can decide when (lib- powerfjl
force will ic thrown Into action, but It
does not appear on the fn nf tne situa-
tion, i,i far ni I! is kiicwp, lliut th
time has ret airiv.d.

The new British poslttoi.a on th'
northern s.de of the salient are vcrj
strong and offer many advantages to
the defending force. Tho withdrawal
east of Ypres vvhllo it will be much

as It entnlle-- Riving up ground
won at gieat cost In hist j etca offen-
sive, make the defence of the. British
front lesi difficult.

The military writers mi .i reeinblat.Ce
In the situation In the l.js Vallej to that
at Verdun Just be: oid .he bt ginning ot
the Sonime nrtttiHive When t.ie Ge:
man advances toward Verdun conti.'iuel
:u,d the test nf Hie Ahlc 1 tics le.
uialni'd Inactive a feeling nf nivp.iucn
became extteinelj evIUen'

y it Is to lien. Mvii't. .itlvantuee,
as It was to the British then, to delav
tlio counter offensive na lung as pof
slble, To do otherv.-it-- would be to eon-fot-

to the enemy'.s Initiative, which i
what Gen, J off re refused to do previous
to the battle of the Manic. ,

Both attack and defence must now pa
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